Gifted Screening Process

The Shamokin Area School District, in an effort to meet the needs of its gifted students and comply with 22 Pa. Code Chapter 16 (refer to Appendix A), has developed this process for the screening of “thought to be gifted” students.  

Level I Screening  “Systematic First Look”

The Principal and Gifted Support Teacher shall, at least annually, review existing information about all students’ abilities and performance including but not limited to:

· DIBELS assessment (kindergarten through Grade 3)

· iReady Benchmark Assessments (Grades 1 through 4)

· PSSA

· Study Island (Grades 4 though 12)

· CDT’s – (Grades 3 though 11)

Criteria:  Students who achieve above grade level benchmarks status on the DIBELS assessment, the 95th percentile in either the math, language or reading areas of the IReady Benchmarks, and the top 10% of performers on the PSSA will be referred for Level II Screening “Intense Review.”

The Gifted Support Teacher and School Psychologist will provide an annual training session for teaching staff  (all levels) to educate teachers about the characteristics and needs of gifted learners and the gifted screening process. 

Classroom teachers will observe student performance compared with the normal peer population and keep anecdotal records on any student they suspect may qualify for further screening.  A form is available for this purpose (See Appendix B).  Any student thought to be gifted should be referred for Level II Screening.

Level II Screening  “Intense Review”

Any teacher, the Principal or the student’s parent may refer a student for Level II Screening.  

The referring professional must complete a Teacher Input Form (Appendix C) and Student Data Sheet (Appendix D) for the student, and forward a copy of Characteristics of Gifted Learners (Appendix B) Form.  These forms are available in the school psychologist’s office and must be given to the school psychologist when completed.  

As part of the Level II screening, a Kaufman Brief Intelligence Test or other evaluation will be administered and a classroom observation done by the Gifted Support Teacher.  

The results of the Kaufman Brief Intelligence Test (or other evaluation), Teacher Input Form, Characteristics of Gifted Learners, and Student Data Sheet will be reviewed by members of the screening team and consensus achieved in order to determine whether the student is a reasonable candidate to be referred for the GMDE (Gifted Multidisciplinary Evaluation) process.  The screening team shall consist of the student’s classroom teacher, guidance counselor, gifted support teacher, school psychologist and school principal.   The team does not need to meet for this process if a consensus can be reached on paper.
Level III – Multidisciplinary Evaluation 

Referral for the GMDE should be made when:

1. Teacher, parent, or administrator believes the student to be gifted; 

2. Student is not receiving appropriate education under Chapter 4 (relating to academic standards and assessment); and 

3. One of the following apply:  

· The student’s parents request an evaluation. (22 Pa.Code§16.22(c))   

· "the school district’s screening of the student indicates high potential consistent with the definition of mentally gifted or a performance level which exceeds that of other students in the regular classroom". (22 Pa. Code §16.22 (b)(2))

· A hearing officer or judicial decision orders an evaluation.

Parent Referrals

Parents may, in writing, request a GMDE once per school year. When a parent’s request for a GMDE is received by the school district, regardless of the school's screening policy, the evaluation must be completed with regulatory timelines.  The timeline begins from the date the school district receives the signed Permission to Evaluate from the parent.  As per §16.22(c), if a parent makes the request for an evaluation verbally, the school district must tell parents to put their request in writing and must provide a form for that purpose.
The following forms will be mailed to the student’s parents/guardians to begin a Gifted Multidisciplinary Evaluation:

· Permission to Evaluate (Gifted Students)

· Developmental History Questionnaire

· Gifted Parent Inventory

The Gifted Multidisciplinary Evaluation (GMDE) will be conducted within 60 school days and a Gifted Written Report (GWR) will be completed within 55 school days of date when the school district receives the signed Permission to Evaluate. The Gifted Written Report must be given to the parents within 5 days after it is completed. 

The evaluation will include, but will not be limited to, the following:

· Individually Administered Intelligence Test

· Achievement Tests

· Gifted Parent Inventory Data

· Developmental History 

· Information on Early Skill Development

· Data from group administered IQ and achievement tests, curriculum based assessments

· Academic performance, rates of acquisition and retention

· Intervening factors masking giftedness, if warranted

· Student’s strengths and needs 

The Gifted Written Report (GWR)will summarize the findings from the evaluation concerning the student’s educational strengths and needs.  The report will make recommendations as to whether the student is gifted and in need of specially designed instruction.   If the GWR recommends that the student is gifted and in need of specially designed instruction, the Gifted Individual Education Plan (GIEP) must be done within 30 calendar days after the GWR is written. 

Appendix A

Gifted Screening section from the Pennsylvania Department of Education “Gifted Guidelines” 2004

Screening
School Age

The chapter 16 applies “gifted student” status to those students who are of “school age” which is defined under 22 Pa. Code §11.12 as “the period of a child’s life from the earliest admission age to a school district’s kindergarten program or, when no kindergarten program is provided, to the district’s earliest admission age for beginners, until the age of 21 years or graduation from high school, whichever occurs first.”
Screening, identification, and education for gifted students commence where the school program begins, at entry to kindergarten. When no kindergarten program is provided, screening, identification, and gifted education begin at the district’s earliest admission-age for beginners.

Procedures

Chapter 16 requires that “Each school district shall adopt and use a system to locate and identify all students within that district who are thought to be gifted and in need of specially designed instruction.” (22 Pa. Code §16.21(a)) 

“Each school district shall determine the student’s needs through a screening and evaluation process which meets the requirements of this chapter.” (22 Pa. Code §16.21 ©)   


The district is obligated to provide appropriate screening and programming to all students of school age.  Procedures and criteria must be developed to screen all students and evaluate 

students who are thought to be gifted.  School districts should not delay or prolong the screening and evaluation process to avoid having to establish a gifted program for kindergarten students or early elementary students.  

Screening is a two-step process.  The first step is a systematic “first look” at all students and the second step is a more intense review of potentially gifted students.  Screening should be based on existing information, observed performance compared with the normal peer population, and valid screening tools.  Persons using initial screening checklists should be trained in their use.  Screening is a team effort between the parents and the school district. 

If screening tools are locally designed, their use must be consistent with Chapter 16 and the results carefully monitored for effectiveness in identifying gifted students by comparisons to validated and normed data.  Care should be taken to assure that the district screening device is not so restrictive as to inappropriately limit access to gifted education or to delay providing gifted services. 

The screening procedures should generate data from a variety of sources.  These data should then be compared to predetermined multiple criteria for gifted potential/performance.  The screening process may include the following information, to the extent available:

· Medical History




· Readiness/Developmental Tests

· Achievement Tests

· Ability Tests

· Group Intelligence Tests

· Anecdotal Information – parent, educator, other

· Subject Area Assessment (e.g., student portfolio)

· Curriculum-Based Assessment (CBA)

· College Aptitude Test

· PSAT/SAT; 

· Extra Curricular Academic Performance/Achievements

· Rating Scales

· Interest Inventories

· Cumulative Records

· Enrollment Records

· Parent Inventories

· Health Records

· Report Cards

· Subject Assessments of Cognitive Functioning

· Additional Indicators may be considered

Although group achievement tests may be used as a screening factor, the “ceiling” effect must be taken into consideration.  These tests often do not measure the comprehensive attainment and achievement levels of the gifted student.  Students who are thought to be gifted should be referred for a Gifted Multidisciplinary Evaluation (GMDE) that would include an IQ test.

Definition of Mentally Gifted 
Mentally gifted is defined as outstanding intellectual and creative ability the development of which requires specially designed programs or support services, or both, not ordinarily provided in the regular education program. (22 Pa. Code §16.1)

Intellectual ability is not equated with an IQ score alone.  Intellectual ability is and should be a reflection of a range of assessments including a student’s performance and potential.

IQ 130 or more

The term “mentally gifted” includes a person who has an IQ of 130 or higher, when multiple criteria as set forth in Department Guidelines indicate gifted ability. Determination of gifted ability will not be based on IQ score alone…. The determination shall include an assessment by a certified school psychologist. (22 Pa. Code §16.21(d)) 

 No one test or measure is sufficient to determine giftedness, and the evaluation and testing literature recognizes that there is a margin for error in any standardized testing. The standard error of measurement also applies when reporting IQ.
IQ Lower than 130

A person with an IQ score lower than 130 may be admitted to gifted programs when other educational criteria in the profile of the person strongly indicate gifted ability.  (22 Pa. Code §16.21(d))  

If a student’s IQ is less than 130, other factors, such as academic performance, demonstrated achievement and other observed skills must strongly indicate gifted ability in order for that student to be admitted to a gifted program.  Because disabilities and bias factors may mask gifted abilities, districts are cautioned to examine discrepancies between ability assessment results and academic achievement or demonstrated skills, and discrepancies among ability subtests.
APPENDIX B

Characteristics of Gifted Learners

The following is a list of things to look for when considering recommending a student for gifted screening or evaluation.  Obviously, no one student will be all of these things.  But if you see at least ten (10) of these characteristics and the student seems to need more in school, it's worth making the recommendation.

Name of student_______________________________________ Date ________________________
	Characteristic

The student: 
	Example of Behavior
	Date Observed

	learns easily, quickly


	
	

	solves problems in unusual or unconventional ways
	
	

	is original, imaginative, creative, unconventional
	
	

	is widely informed or has wide interests beyond chronological age
	
	

	is inquisitive or skeptical


	
	

	is artistic in some way


	
	

	has outstanding vocabulary and is verbally fluent
	
	

	is an independent worker and shows initiative
	
	

	uses good judgment, logical


	
	

	is flexible, open


	
	

	is versatile 


	
	

	shows unusual insight


	
	

	shows a high level of sensitivity, empathy toward others
	
	

	resists routine and drill


	
	

	has an excellent sense of humor


	
	

	is sensitive to truth and honor


	
	

	thinks abstractly


	
	

	makes connections between seemingly unconnected things
	
	

	has a good memory


	
	

	expresses ideas and reactions, sometimes in an argumentative way
	
	


(from "The Gifted Kids Survival Guide")

APPENDIX C
Teacher Input for Gifted Evaluations

Student:____________

Grade:  ____________

Teacher: ___________

Please answer the following questions and return to Rhiannon Rennalls or Christine Gotshall by _____________. 

Learning Strengths: 

Achievement, Performance, Expertise in one or more academic areas: 

Skills, Interests, Aptitudes(ex. Higher level thinking skills, creativity, leadership, etc.):

Educational Needs:

Activities:

Additional Comments:

Check any of the following that apply: 

_____ Speech


_____ Hearing

______Vision 

_____ Behavioral Concerns ______ Medical Concerns   ______ Learning Concerns

APPENDIX D
Gifted Screening Student Data Sheet

Student _________________________
Referring Teacher ________________

Grade Level _____________________
Date form completed ______________

	DIBELS Score
	

	iReady/CDT Scores
	

	math
	

	language
	

	reading
	

	
	

	PSSA Scores
	

	math
	

	reading
	

	PSAT/SAT Scores
	

	math
	

	reading
	

	Report Card Grades
	

	math
	

	language arts
	

	social studies
	

	science
	

	GPA
	

	Brief Intelligence Test Scores
	

	
	

	
	

	Other Scores:
	

	
	


Other factors to be considered: __________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

To:  ___________________________________________________________

(circle one)   

classroom teacher

guidance counselor

gifted support specialist

school psychologist

school principal  

This student   ____ should   ____ should not    be evaluated to determine eligibility for gifted support.

Comments:

